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CITY OF TIFTON/TIFT COUNTY 
TYTY, OMEGA 

ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 
 

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE AND UNLAWFUL ACTS 
 

Division 1 Purpose and General Provisions 
 

Sec. 14-1 Purpose of Chapter 
Sec. 14-2  Definitions 
Sec. 14-3  Maintenance of animals conditional upon compliance 
Sec. 14-4  Supplemental nature of chapter 
Sec. 14-5  Compliance with other regulations 
Sec. 14-6  Criminal conviction not required; administrative nature of proceedings 
Sec. 14-7  Knowledge of chapter’s provisions presumed. 
Sec. 14-8 Violation of article 
Sec. 14-9  Penalty for violation of article 
Sec. 14-10  Unavailable defenses 
 

Division 2 Offenses and Violations 
 
Sec. 14-11  Treatment of Animals 
Sec. 14-12  Care of Animals 
Sec. 14-13  Female dogs in estrus (heat or season) 
Sec. 14-14  Leash Law 
Sec. 14-14.1 Tether Law 
Sec. 14-15. Dangerous Animals and Guard Dogs 
Sec. 14-16.  Interference with persons authorized to enforce chapter. 
Sec. 14-17.  Interference with animal control shelter 
Sec. 14-18.  Inoculation (vaccination) of dogs and cats 
Sec. 14-19.  Rabies tag---Required. 
Sec. 14-20. Rabies tag---Unlawful use 
Sec. 14-21.  Driving animals 
Sec. 14-22.  Protected Animals 
Sec. 14-23. Keeping of prohibited animals 
Secs 14-24---14-30  Reserved. 
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ARTICLE II TREATMENT AND CARE OF ANIMALS 

 
Division 1 General Requirements 

 
Sec. 14-31. Treatment of animals 
Sec. 14-32. Care of animals and birds. 
Sec. 14-33. Diseased animals 
Sec. 14-34. Disposal of dead animals 
Sec. 14-35. Hopelessly disabled animals 
Sec. 14-36. Exceptions 
Secs 14-37---14-50. Reserved 

Division 2 Rabies 
 

Sec. 14-51. Inoculation (Vaccination) ---Time and proof 
Sec. 14-52. Inoculation---Exemptions 
Sec. 14-53. Inoculation---Replacement tags. 
Sec. 14-54. Report of bites 
Sec. 14-55. Reports by veterinarian 
Sec. 14-56. Quarantine---Generally 
Sec. 14-57. Quarantine --- Surrender and redemption. 
Sec. 14-58. Quarantine---County/City wide. 
Sec. 14-59. Disposition of rabid animals generally 
Sec. 14-60. Killing and removal of rabid animals, suspect animals 
Sec. 14-61. Shooting of suspect animals authorized 
Sec. 14-62. Destruction or quarantine of animals bitten by rabid animals 
Sec. 14-63. Dead rabid animals 
Sec. 14-64. Dead animals exposed to rabies. 
Secs 14-65---14-70. Reserved 
 
 

ARTICLE III ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 

Sec. 14-71. Designation of responsibility 
Sec. 14-72. Animal Control Officer. 
Sec. 14-73. Assignment of duties of animal control officer to others authorized. 
Sec. 14-74. Existing violations 
Sec. 14-75. Existing activities 
Sec. 14-76. Enforcement; generally 
Sec. 14-77. Rules and regulations adopted for implementation of chapter. 
Sec. 14-78. Nuisances 
Sec. 14-79. Policies and Procedures  
Sec. 14-80. Fees---Generally 
Sec. 14-81. Fees---Confiscation of Dangerous Animals 
Sec. 14-82. Fees---Registration for certain dogs. 
Sec. 14-83---14-90. Reserved 
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ARTICLE IV ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
 
Sec. 14-91. Seizure---Confinement 
Sec. 14-92. Seizure---Tranquilization or Destruction in lieu of. 
Sec. 14-93. Seizure---Notice 
Sec. 14-94. Seizure ---Limitations 
Sec. 14-95. Seizure ---Prohibited animals. 
Sec. 14-96. Seizure ---Restricted. 
Sec. 14-97. Seizure---Conditions for release. 
Sec. 14-98. Forfeiture---Failure to reclaim. 
Sec. 14-99. Forfeiture---Repeated violations. 
Sec. 14-100. Forfeiture ---Inhumane treatment. 
Sec. 14-101. Forfeiture ---Violation of conditions. 
Sec. 14-102. Surrender of unwanted animals. 
Sec. 14-103. Adoption 
Sec. 14-104. Neutering 
Sec. 14-105. Disposal of Abandoned & Forfeited Animals 
Sec. 14-106---14-200. Reserved 
 
 

ARTICLE V. BOARD OF ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
 
Sec. 14-201. Creation 
Sec. 14-202. Purpose of Board 
Sec. 14-203. Membership 
Sec. 14-204. Compensation 
Sec. 14-205. Meetings 
Sec. 14-206. Disqualification of members 
Sec. 14-207. Duties and responsibilities 
Sec. 14-208. Rules and regulations  
Sec. 14-209. Selection of chairman and vice-chairman 
Sec. 14-210. Secretary of board---Designation 
Sec. 14-211. Secretary of board ---Duties 
Sec. 14-212. Authority 
Sec. 14-213. Legal assistance 
Sec. 14-214. Transmittal of record 
Sec. 14-216---14-235. Reserved 
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ANIMALS 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 

Division 1 Purpose and General Provisions 
 
 
 
Sec. 14-1 Purpose of Chapter 
 

The purposes of this chapter are to provide for the care, treatment and maintenance 
of animals and birds; to limit the number and types of animals which may be kept and 
maintained [with the exemption of the Agrirama] to prohibit certain animals and birds; to 
provide for duties and responsibilities of owners and custodians of animals; to provide for 
control of animals; to prohibit fighting dogs, cocks, and other animals; to provide for 
control of rabies and  zoonoses ( animal diseases transmissible to humans); to provide for 
an animal control board; to provide for the seizure, confinement, reclamation, forfeiture, 
abandonment, surrender, adoption and disposal of animals; to provide for the 
administration and enforcement  of the control of diseases, and to provide generally for the 
public health and welfare. 
 
Sec. 14-2 Definitions 
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

 
Abandoned Animal means an animal that is unattended and uncared for and is: 
 

(1)  Placed or ventures onto public property or within a public building: or 
  
(2)  Placed or ventures onto private property or within a private building 
without the consent of the private property’s owner, custodian, or tenant; or 
  
(3)  On or within the property of the animal’s owner or custodian and has 
remained unattended or uncared for in excess of 36 hours. 

 
Adequate food and water means food and water which is sufficient in amount and 
appropriate by nature for a particular type of animal to prevent starvation, dehydration, or a 
significant risk to the animal’s health from a lack of food or water consistent with the size, 
health and age of each particular animal in issue. 
 
Animal means any mammal, other than man, or any reptile or amphibian or bird: 
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Animal dealer means any person engaged in the business of buying live animals, other than 
livestock, of any kind for resale or in selling live animals, other than livestock, of any kind 
bought for the purpose of resale and includes those businesses commonly referred to as 
“pet shops.” Every agent acting for or on behalf of any dealer shall be considered a dealer 
under this chapter, provided that any farmer acquiring an animal solely for the purpose of 
grazing or feeding such animal as a part of his farm operation or selling an animal 
maintained as a part of his farm operation shall not be an animal dealer.  
 
Animal exhibitor means a person who, pursuant to valid licenses and permits, either 
exhibits animals for compensation or for improvement of the breed or utilizes animals in 
connection with activities for which compensation is received. 
 
Animal shelter means any facility operated by or under contract with the County /City for 
the purpose of impounding or harboring seized, stray, diseased, nuisance, dangerous, 
neglected, deprived, abused, homeless, abandoned, or unwanted animals or birds; any 
veterinary hospital or clinic operated by a veterinarian which operates for such purpose, in 
addition to its customary purposes; and any facility operated, owned, or maintained by 
other nonprofit organizations for the purpose of providing for and promoting the welfare, 
protection and humane treatment of animals or birds.   
 
At large and run at large means any animal which is not under the control of a person and 
which is upon any street, upon or within any public property, or upon or in any property 
not belonging to the owner or custodian of the animal, unless by permission  of the owner 
or custodian of such property. 
 
Bird means poultry as well as all other avian species. 
 
Bite means to be seized with the teeth or jaws so that a person or animal has been nipped, 
gripped, wounded or pierced and saliva of the biting animal has or may have contacted the 
resulting break or abrasion of the skin. 
 
Board of Health means the Tift County Board of Health and includes officers, officials and 
employees of such Board of Health acting within the scope of their authority. 
 
Breeder-hobbyist means a person who maintains no more than four animals of the same 
species and breeds the species of animal as a hobby, but produces not more than two litters 
of any species of animal in any 12-month period. 
 
Breeder-professional means any person who breeds animals for purposes of sale and 
maintains a current business license or who produces more than two litters of any species 
of animals in any 12-month period and who maintains affiliation in a nationally recognized 
society for the betterment, control and/or competitive display of the animal species.  
 
County means Tift County, Georgia. 
 
City means the incorporated cities of Tifton, Omega and/or TyTy. 
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Carcasses of domestic animals means all or any part or portion of any dead domestic 
animal not slaughtered for human consumption. 
 
Cat means any member of the animal species Felis Catus six months or more in age and 
includes kittens less than six months of age. 
 
Control of an animal means that the animal is: 
  

(1) On a leash which is being held by a person of sufficient size, age, and 
maturity to restrain the animal; 

 
(2) Under voice control in the presence of a competent person; 

 
(3) On or within a vehicle which is being driven or is parked and restrained in 

such manner as to prevent the animal’s freedom to egress from the vehicle; 
or 

 
(4) Within the property limits of its owner or custodian or upon the premises of 

another person with the consent of such other person. 
 
Custodian means any person who within the County/City has responsibility for or 
exercises custody, charge, or control over an animal or bird or harbors, maintains or keeps 
an animal or bird. 
 
Dangerous Animal or Vicious Animal (Also see Potentially Dangerous Animal) means any 
animal that: 
 

(1) Has inflicted injury on a human being or another animal without 
provocation on public or private property, or 

 
(2) Has attacked or endangered the safety of human beings or another animal 

without provocation on public or private property, or 
 

(3) Has bitten any person, or another animal without provocation on public or 
private property 

 
Dead animal means the carcass, parts of the carcass, effluent, and blood of deceased 
animals, birds and fish. 
 
Deprived animal means an animal which has not been provided by the owner or custodian 
thereof with adequate food and water, humane care, adequate sanitary shelter, adequate 
shelter from inclement weather or adequate ventilation or has been subject to cruel and 
inhumane treatment. 
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Diseased animal means any animal, bird or fish which is suffering from any disease or 
condition for which the animal is subject to quarantine or which is both contagious and 
deadly to humans or any other animal. 
 
Dog means any member of the animal species Canis Familiars six months or more in age 
and includes puppies less than six months of age. 
 
Domestic animal means dogs, cats, livestock, poultry, confined domesticated hares and 
rabbits, and all other animals and birds raised or maintained in confinement as pets or for 
work, food or recreational purposes. 
 
Equine means any member of the equidae species, including horses, mules, and asses. 
 
Euthanasia means a death brought about by any method which produces rapid loss of 
consciousness to painless death. 
 
Exposed to rabies means that a person or an animal has been bitten by, or exposed to, any 
warm blooded animal known or suspected to have been infected with rabies. 
 
Fighting or attack dog or animal means any dog or animal which has been trained to attack 
other dogs, animals or humans with the intent to injure or kill, independently or upon oral 
command. 
 
Free running line means a line which is attached or is secured by a swivel or other device 
which will prevent the line from being wrapped around some object. 
 
Guard dog means any dog which has been trained to attack persons or other animals 
independently or upon oral command or any dog which, while not so trained, is reasonably 
expected to perform as a guardian of the property upon and within which located. 
 
Hopelessly disabled animal means any animal, bird or fish which is the subject of any 
disease, injury or condition which is a cause of suffering by the animal and from which 
there is no reasonable probability of recovery. 
 
Humane care means, but is not limited to, the provision of adequate heat, adequate 
ventilation, adequate sanitary shelter and adequate food and water for an animal consistent 
with normal requirements and feeding habits of the animal based upon size, age, species, 
and breed. 
 
Kennel means any licensed facility, other than an animal shelter, where animals not owned 
by the proprietor thereof are sheltered, boarded, fed, held, trained, exercised or similarly 
maintained in return for a fee or other compensation. 
 
Livestock means all animals of the equine (horses & mules), bovine (cows), avian 
(poultry), or porcine (pigs & pot belly pigs) species, including; caprina (goats), ovine 
(sheep) and all other grazing animals. 
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Livestock dealer means any person engaged in the business of buying livestock of any kind 
for resale or in selling livestock of any kind bought for the purpose of resale or in buying 
livestock of any kind for slaughter, provided that any farmer or rancher acquiring livestock 
solely for the purpose of grazing or feeding as a part of his farm or ranch operation or 
selling an animal maintained as a part of his farm or ranch operation shall not be a 
livestock dealer. 
 
Livestock market operator means any person engaged in the business of operating public 
auctions or sales of livestock or of operating barns and yards for the containment of 
livestock held for the purpose of auction or sale. 
 
Meat or meat products means the carcass or part of any carcass of any animal, bird or fish 
or any byproduct thereof in any form. 
 
Meat processing plant means any abattoir, slaughterhouse, poultry killing or processing 
plant, or any other establishment for the killing, storage, dressing, manufacture, 
preparation, or processing of any animal, bird, fish or dairy product or any byproduct 
thereof for human consumption which has been licensed by the state for such activities. 
 
Municipal Court or Magistrate Court means the official court that hears violations of 
county or city ordinances, which may be the Magistrate Court of Tift County or the 
Municipal Court of the City, as appropriate to hear such cases. 
 
Neutered means any and all male and female animals which have been operated upon to 
prevent conception as evidenced by certification of a licensed veterinarian.  
 
Nuisance animal means an animal which: 
 

(1) Runs at large or is at large or is a dangerous animal and is not kept securely 
confined;  

 
(2) Repeatedly molests or disturbs persons or vehicles by chasing or barking or 

attacks passersby, whether they are pedestrians, on a bicycle, or in a motor 
vehicle;   

 
(3) Damages property other than that of the owner thereof; 
 
(4) Creates noise by barking, whining, howling, honking, crowing, braying, or 

crying which is detectable outside the property of the owner or custodian 
thereof; 

 
(5) Is prohibited, such as bees and/or bee hives, within the incorporated city 

limits; 
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(6) Creates noxious or offensive odors which are detectable outside the 
property of the owner or custodian thereof, with the exception of animals 
owned as part of farm or ranch operations at locations where such activities 
are permitted pursuant to the zoning ordinance of the County; 

 
(7) Defecates upon or in any street or public place or upon or on premises not 

owned or controlled by the owner or custodian thereof in the absence of the 
express permission therefore by the owner or custodian of the premises 
except where such defecation is promptly removed by the owner or 
custodian of the animal, provided this shall not apply to the guide dog of a 
blind or disabled person; 

 
(8) Creates an accumulation of excreta which has the potential of becoming an 

insect breeding site; 
 
(9) Is in estrus (heat or season) and is located upon and in any street or public 

property, outside property owned or controlled by the owner or custodian of 
the animal or outside property owned or controlled by a person who has 
granted express permission therefore; 

 
(10) Has no owner or custodian, provided this condition shall not apply to wild 

animals; or 
 
(11) Is inimical to the public health, welfare, or safety according to rules and 

regulations promulgated by the Tift County Board of Health 
 

Owner means any person who or which, with respect to an animal, bird or reptile located 
within the County/City, has, possesses, asserts or claims any ownership or possessory 
rights to an animal, bird or reptile; harbors, maintains or keeps an animal, bird or reptile; or 
exercises custody, charge or control over an animal, bird or reptile. 
 
Person means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, trust, estate, or other 
legal entity or any combination of the foregoing. 
 
Potentially dangerous means any dog with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to 
attack unprovoked, to cause injury or to otherwise threaten persons without provocation; or 
any dog that, when unprovoked:  
 

(1) Chases or approaches a human being or another domestic animal on any 
public or private property in a vicious or terrorizing manner in an apparent 
attitude of attack; or 

 
(2) Attempts to attack a human or another domestic animal. 
 

Poultry means any domestic fowl including, but not limited to, chickens and water fowl 
such as geese and ducks; birds which are bred for meat and egg production, exhibition, or 
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competition; and game birds such as pheasants, partridge, quail, and grouse, as well as 
guinea fowl, pigeons, doves, and peafowl to include: ratite, rhea, emus, ostrich. 
 
Proper enclosure means an enclosure for keeping a particular animal which provides 
protection from the elements and securely confines the animal consistent with the size, age, 
species and breed of such animal within the dwelling of the owner or custodian thereof, or 
within a securely enclosed and locked pen, fence, or structure suitably constructed so as to 
prevent the entry of young children or other animals or the animal from escaping 
therefrom. 
 
Rabies vaccination means the (Inoculation) administration of antirabic vaccine by a 
licensed veterinarian at such intervals as required by state law and rules and regulations 
applicable thereto. 
 
Rendering plant means a place of business or location or plant where the carcasses of 
domestic animals or packinghouse refuse or other refuse is purchased, received, or 
unloaded and where such carcasses or refuse is processed for the purpose of obtaining the 
hide, skin, grease, residue, or any other byproduct from such animals or refuse in any way 
whatsoever and which is licensed for such activities by the state. 
 
Severe injury means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring 
lacerations requiring sutures or cosmetic surgery or a physical injury that results in death. 
 
Stray means an animal running at large in the County or the City. 
 
Small animal pet means any dog, any cat or any other mammal species which is a potential 
carrier of rabies, as determined from time to time by or on behalf of any agency of the 
state, and is kept or maintained as a pet. 
 
Spayed female means any and all female animals, which have been operated upon to 
prevent conception as evidenced by the certification of a licensed veterinarian. 
 
Street means any public street, road, highway, alley or other way located within the 
County/City, including the full width of the right-of-way of such street and any sidewalks 
adjacent thereto, which is open to the use of the public for vehicular or pedestrian use. 
 
Vaccination means the administration of antirabic vaccine by a licensed veterinarian at 
such intervals as required by Georgia law and rules and regulations applicable thereto. 
 
Vicious Animal see Dangerous Animal 
 
Voice control means that an animal: 
 

(1) Is physically capable of hearing normal commands and is, at the time under 
consideration, within reasonable proximity to the controller so that shouting 
or excessively loud commands are not necessary; 
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(2) Has been adequately trained in obedience so as to be capable of 

understanding control commands; and 
 

(3) Either continually demonstrates, or is able to demonstrate on demand, 
response to a command that will cause the animal to immediately come into 
close proximity to the controller and cease any kind of aggressive behavior 
or action that would be offensive or threatening to other persons or animals. 

 
 
Sec. 14-3 Maintenance of animals conditional upon compliance 
 

The ownership and maintenance of animals, reptiles, and birds within the 
County/City is conditional upon strict compliance by the custodian of such animal, bird or 
reptile with all of the provisions of this chapter and all other applicable federal, state and 
local laws. 
 
 
Sec. 14-4 Supplemental nature of chapter 
 

The requirements, limitations, conditions, restrictions, and provisions of this 
chapter are in addition to and are supplementary of all other requirements, limitations, 
conditions, restrictions and provisions of the state, federal and local ordinances, rules and 
regulations relative to animals and birds or to the conduct of any activity, business, 
enterprise, trade, profession or occupation. 
 
Sec. 14-5 Compliance with other regulations 
 

Compliance with the provisions of this chapter shall not excuse or relieve any 
person from complying with the requirements and provisions of all other laws, ordinances, 
resolutions, rules and regulations applicable to animals and birds or to the conduct of any 
activity, business, trade, profession or occupation. Those additional laws, ordinances, rules 
and regulations include, but are not limited to: 
 

(1) All applicable federal and state laws, rules and regulations; 
 

(2) The business, occupational and professional license and permit 
requirements of the County/City; 

 
(3) The obtaining of and compliance with business, occupational, trade and 

professional licenses and permits from the County/City as well as, to the 
extent applicable, the State and the United States; 

 
(4) Compliance with the zoning ordinance of the County/City; and 
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(5) Compliance with all other applicable ordinances and resolutions of the 
County/City. 

 
 
Sec. 14-6 Criminal conviction not required; administrative nature of proceedings 
 

Any proceeding or action which may be taken with respect to any animal or bird 
pursuant to this chapter shall be administrative in nature with respect to the privilege of the 
owner of the animal or bird to keep and maintain the animal or bird within the 
County/City. No conviction, dismissal, acquittal, other plea or other disposition with 
respect to any criminal violation involving any alleged criminal conduct shall be necessary 
for any action pursuant to the provisions of this chapter relative to any animal or bird, or 
otherwise to affect any action taken pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-7 Knowledge of chapter’s provisions presumed. 
 

The owner and the custodian of any animal maintained within the County/City, as 
well as all employees, agents and servants of such owner or custodian, shall be 
conclusively presumed, for purposes of this chapter, to have at all times complete and full 
knowledge of all provisions of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-8 Violation of chapter 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly violate any provisions of this 
chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-9 Penalty for violation of chapter 
 

The appropriate official designated pursuant to Article 3 of this ordinance may 
prosecute violations of any provision of this ordinance by the issuance of a citation or other 
appropriate proceeding returnable to the Magistrate or Municipal Court, as applicable.  The 
penalty for a violation of this article shall be as follows: 

 
(a)  For the first offense within a twelve (12) month period, up to $100.00 
per day for each day that such condition or violation shall exist; and 
 
(b)  Second or subsequent offenses within a twelve (12) month period, up to 
$250.00 per day for each day that such condition or violation shall exist.   
 
Each day shall constitute a separate violation, a separate offense and a separate 

obligation with respect to the prohibition and offenses herein described. 
 
Sec. 14-10 Unavailable defenses 
  

In any prosecution for violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, it shall not 
be a defense that any person charged was mistaken as to the species, breed, age, size, or 
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nature of any animal or that the person lacked criminal intent, it being one of the purposes 
of this chapter to penalize recklessness and indifference resulting in the violation of any 
provision of this chapter.  
 

Division 2 Offenses and Violations 
 
 
Sec. 14-11 Treatment of animals 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of section 14-31 
relative to the treatment of animals. 
 
Sec. 14-12 Care of animals 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of section 14-32 
relative to the care of animals or birds 
 
Sec. 14-13 Female dogs in estrus (heat or season) 
 

It shall be unlawful for any owner or custodian of any unspayed female dog, while 
such dog is in season, to allow the dog to be or remain other than upon the premises of the 
owner or custodian of such dog confined at all times in a proper and adequate enclosure. 
 
Sec. 14-14 Leash Law  

 
It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal, or person having an animal in 

custody, to fail to maintain control of an animal or to allow it to run at large unattended on 
or about the streets, highways, and rights-of-way of the County or City, or on the property 
of another person without permission of the owner of that property or of the person in 
possession of that property. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any animal to be confined upon the premises of the owner 
or custodian of such animal by a leash or chain of less than ten (10) feet in length and 
equipped with swivels at both ends, except by a leash which is a free running line. Any 
animal confined by leash or chain shall be restrained at least six (6) feet from all entrance 
and exit locations to the property or building within which the animal is located. Animals 
shall not be restrained by leash or chain in a manner and location that precludes 
unrestricted and safe ingress and egress by animal control or law enforcement personnel. 
 
Sec. 14-14.1 Tethering Law 
  

A chain shall not be used to tether an animal unless the size and weight is approved 
in writing by the Animal Control Director or her designee. Leashes made of cable, rope of 
leather with the appropriate swivels may be used. No animal on a tether shall be fitted with 
a choke collar or any other collar made of rope or chain unless such chain weighs less than 
(2) pounds 
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Sec. 14-15 Dangerous Animals and Guard Dogs  
 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dangerous or potentially dangerous dog to 
fail to post prominent signage with the words “DANGEROUS DOG”, easily read at a 
distance of 25 feet, at all entrance and exit locations to the property or building within 
which the dog is located. “Dangerous or Vicious” animals shall be confined on a concrete 
surface, at least six (6) inches thick, and confined by a fence of at least six (6) feet in 
height, the sides of which are embedded into the ground, and the gate of which is secured 
by a child-proof lock. Any such dangerous animal, while off the real property of its owner 
or custodian, must be muzzled and secured by a leash or chain, and under control of the 
owner or custodian. Dangerous and Potentially Dangerous animals must be registered in 
accordance with section 14-82. 
 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any guard dog to fail to post prominent 
signage with the words “WARNING GUARD DOG”, easily read at a distance of 25 feet, 
at all entrance and exit locations to the property or building within which a guard dog is 
located. Guard dogs shall be confined by a fence of at least six (6) feet in height with a 
minimum of three (3) strands of barbed wire attached to the top or by a fence of at least 
eight (8) feet in height, or within an enclosed building or structure. Any such guard dog, 
while off the real property of its owner or custodian, must be muzzled and secured by a 
leash or chain, and under control of the owner or custodian. Guard dogs must be registered 
in accordance with section 14-82. 
 
Sec. 14-16. Interference with persons authorized to enforce chapter. 
 

No person shall resist, interfere with, hinder, delay or molest any person authorized 
to enforce any of the provisions of this chapter in the performance of the duties imposed 
upon such person by this chapter, or seek to release any animal from the custody or control 
of any such person, except as provided in this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-17. Interference with animal control shelter 
 

It shall be unlawful for anyone to interfere with the operation of any animal shelter 
or other facility maintained for the confinement of animals under supervision of the 
County/City; to remove from any such animal shelter or facility without the consent of the 
operator of the animal shelter or facility any animal kept therein; or to resist, hinder, delay, 
interfere with or molest any person, agent, employee or member of any organization or 
entity operating such animal shelter or facility in the performance of his duties or 
responsibilities. 
 
Sec. 14-18. Inoculation (vaccination) of dogs and cats 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own or maintain within the County/City any 
dog or cat over the age of three (3) months unless the animal has been inoculated 
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(vaccinated) against rabies and documentation maintained, as required by provisions of 
this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-19. Rabies tag ----Required. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own or maintain any dog over three (3) 
months of age within the County/City unless the dog at all times and at all places, is 
wearing a tag indicating that the dog has been inoculated (vaccinated) against rabies. 
.  
Sec. 14-20. Rabies tag----Unlawful use 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to use for any dog a rabies tag which was not 
issued for such dog. 
 
Sec. 14-21. Driving animals 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or ride any animal through, upon or 
within any street or public place within the County/City without having the animal 
securely haltered, roped or otherwise restrained, except as a permitted special event. 
 
Sec. 14-22. Protected Animals 
 

(a) Except to the extent otherwise provided in this chapter, no person, within the 
incorporated city limits, shall knowingly: 
 

(1) Trap, shoot, hunt, disturb, or molest any non-domesticated bird or any 
domesticated bird; 

 
(2) Disturb, molest, remove, or destroy any active nest of any non-domesticated 

bird or any domesticated bird; or 
 

(3) Disturb, molest, remove, or destroy any egg of any non-domesticated bird. 
  

(b) Possession by any person of any egg of any normally non-domesticated bird shall 
constitute prima-facie evidence of violation by said person of the provisions of 
subsection (a) (3) above. 

 
(c) The provisions of subsections (a) and (b), above shall not apply to any employee of 

any Federal, State, or local governmental entity, agency, or instrumentality while 
acting within the scope of his or her employment or to any employee of any 
institution of education of research while acting within the scope of his or her 
employment. 

 
(d) The provisions of subsections (a) and (b), above shall not apply to the owner or 

custodian of any domesticated bird. 
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Sec. 14-23. Keeping of prohibited animals 
 

(a) Except to the extent otherwise provided in this chapter, no person shall own, have, 
keep or maintain within the County or City any of the following: 
 

(1) Any poisonous or venomous biting or injecting species of amphibian or 
reptile, including snakes. 

   
(2) Any animal listed as inherently dangerous to humans pursuant to the 

provisions of O.C.G.A. 27-5-4 or determined by regulation of the State 
Board of Natural Resources pursuant to the provisions of the section as 
being considered as inherently dangerous to humans. 

 
(3) Any animal, bird, fish, or insect which is subject to quarantine, expulsion, 

exclusion, prohibited, or denial of entry by the State or the United States or 
any agency, department, division, bureau or other instrumentality thereof. 

 
(4) Any animal, bird, fish or insect, either dead or alive, and including any body 

or part thereof, which then appears on the endangered species list 
designated by the United States Secretary of the Interior and published in 
the Code of Federal Regulations pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 or which is protected under any federal or state law or regulation 
which has as its purpose the protection of endangered or threatened species. 

 
(5) Any animal which is afflicted with any disease which is contagious to 

humans or other animals and is not under treatment for that disease; 
 

(6) Any animal pet at the age of three (3) months and older which has not been 
currently inoculated for rabies. 

 
(7) Any animal pet which has been inoculated for rabies without identifiable 

proof of inoculation for rabies. 
 

(8) Any carnivorous animal which has not been domesticated or which has 
dangerous propensity toward any person, any other animal or any property 
of anyone other than the owner or custodian thereof. 

 
(9) Any wild or non-domesticated animal as prohibited by state law pursuant to 

the provisions of O.C.G.A. 27-5-4 and 27-5-5. 

The following subparagraphs 10 through 16 shall apply to all incorporated cities and 
unincorporated subdivisions (residential areas with six (6) or more lots), and residences on 
three (3) acres or less in the County:  
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(10) Any livestock (see definition of livestock which includes poultry) of any 
type, breed or number upon any premises with the exemption of The 
Georgia Agrirama. 

 
(11) Any birds except domesticated birds in excess of six (6) of any breed or 

species or in excess of ten (10) in the aggregate of all breeds and species of 
birds plus offspring thereof until thirty (30) days of age, provided that any 
birds so permitted shall be maintained, except as otherwise permitted under 
the provisions of this chapter, at all times within a proper enclosure which 
shall be located no closer than ten (10) feet from the nearest point of any 
property line.  This provision shall not apply to the Georgia Agrirama. 

 
(12) Any dogs upon any premises in excess of four (4) of any breed or in excess 

of six (6) in the aggregate of all breeds of dogs (plus any offspring thereof 
until six (6) months of age); provided that any dogs so permitted shall be 
maintained, except as otherwise permitted under the provisions of this 
chapter, at all times within a proper enclosure which shall be located no 
closer than (10) feet from the nearest point of any property line. 

 
(13) Any cats upon any premises in excess of four (4) of any breed or in excess 

of six (6), in the aggregate of all breeds of cats (plus any offspring thereof 
until six (6) months of age); provided that any cats so permitted shall be 
maintained, except as otherwise permitted under the provisions of this 
chapter, at all times within a proper enclosure which shall be located no 
closer than (10) feet from the nearest point of any property line. 

 
(14) Any rabbits or domesticated hares upon any premises in excess of four (4) 

of any breed or species or in excess of ten (10) in the aggregate of all breeds 
and species of rabbits and domesticated hares (plus any offspring  thereof 
until four (4) months of age); provided that any rabbits and  domesticated 
hares so permitted shall be maintained, except as otherwise permitted under 
the provisions of this chapter, at all times within a proper enclosure which 
shall be located no closer than ten (10) feet from the nearest point of any 
property line. 

 
(15) Any other animals not specified above upon any premises in excess of ten 

(10) in the aggregate of all such other animals, plus any offspring thereof 
until weaned or until three (3) months of age in the event the animal is not 
weaned; provided that all such other animals so permitted shall be 
maintained, except as otherwise permitted under the provisions of this 
chapter, at all times within a proper enclosure which shall be located no 
closer than ten (10) feet from the nearest point of any property line. 

 
(16) Any animals upon any premises in excess of twenty (20) in the aggregate of 

all such animals. See subsections (b) through (e) of this section for 
exceptions. 
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(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to those activities of 

the following, as well as the employees, agents and servants thereof while acting 
within the scope of their employment: 

 
(1) Licensed veterinarians; 
(2) Animal shelters; 
(3) Any legitimate institution or agency of education, health or research; or 
(4) Any federal, State or local governmental entity, agency or instrumentality 

which includes The Georgia Agrirama. 
 

The provisions of subsections (1), (2), (3), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), and 
(16) of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to those activities of animal exhibitors, 
as well as the employees, agents and servants thereof while acting within the scope of their 
employment, which are permitted or allowed pursuant to licenses and/or permits issued by 
the County or City and by any other federal or state governmental entity, agency or 
instrumentality having jurisdiction relative thereto, provided all such activities are 
conducted in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules and 
regulations.  

 
(c) The provisions of subsections (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), and (16) of 

subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to those activities of the following, as 
well as the employees, agents and servants thereof while acting within the scope of 
their employment, which are permitted or allowed pursuant to licenses and/or 
permits issued by the County or City and by any Federal or State governmental 
entity, agency or instrumentality having jurisdiction relative thereto, provided all 
such activities are conducted in accordance with applicable Federal, State and local 
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations:  

 
(1) Animal dealers; 
(2) Livestock dealers; 
(3) Livestock market operators; 
(4) Meat processing plants; 
(5) Kennels; and 
(6) Professional breeders. 

  
(d) The provisions of subsection (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), and (16) of 

subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the grazing or feeding by legitimate 
farmers and ranchers of their own animals as a part of their own farm or ranch 
operations at locations where such activities are permitted pursuant to the zoning 
ordinance of the County and City or to the transportation or sale of such animals by 
a legitimate farmer or rancher. 

 
Secs 14-24---14-30. Reserved  
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ARTICLE II TREATMENT AND CARE OF ANIMALS 

 
 

Division 1 General Requirements 
 

 
Sec. 14-31. Treatment of animals 
 

(a) Except to the extent otherwise provided in this chapter, no person except the 
owner of an animal, a person authorized by the owner of an animal, a licensed 
veterinarian or an employee, agent or servant thereof, or a person acting 
pursuant to any privilege or authority granted pursuant to federal, state or local 
law, ordinance, rule or regulation shall kill any domestic animal within the 
County/City; provided, however, that an animal may be killed by a person in 
order to defend his person or property, or the person or property of another, 
from injury or damage by the animal; and further provided that no person shall 
kill any animal in any manner or by any method or means which causes the 
animal unnecessary pain or suffering under the circumstances. 

 
(b) No person shall maim any animal without justification and necessity or cause 

any animal to suffer any cruel treatment, to be subjected to any unnecessary 
pain or suffering, to be subjected to fighting with or the attacking or killing of 
another animal, to suffer any unnecessary fright or to otherwise be subjected to 
any inhumane treatment. No person shall release or abandon any animal, either 
alive or dead, upon any public property or upon the property of any other 
person. 

 
(c) No person shall knowingly by neglect, omission or act allow any domestic 

animal to endure unnecessary pain or suffering or aid or assist in the causation 
of any unnecessary pain, suffering or injury by any animal. 

 
(d) No person shall by neglect, omission or act leave exposed any poisonous or 

toxic liquid or substance in any manner that any domestic or wild animal may 
come in contact therewith. 

 
(e) No person who while operating any vehicle which has stricken or otherwise 

injured any domestic animal shall, following such incident, either fail to stop 
and render assistance to such injured animal or promptly contact appropriate 
authorities relative thereto. 

  
 
Sec. 14-32. Care of animals and birds. 
 

No owner or custodian of any animal or bird shall fail to provide the animal or bird: 
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(1) With humane care; 
(2) With adequate food and water; 
(3) With adequate sanitary shelter which has adequate ventilation; or 
(4) With adequate shelter from inclement weather 

  
Sec. 14-33. Diseased animals 
 

Promptly upon discovery, the owner and the custodian of any diseased animal shall 
report the condition to appropriate authorities and shall promptly deliver the diseased 
animal to a licensed veterinarian, the animal control officer of the county, such other 
person or institution as the county manager shall designate, or appropriate state or federal 
officials for treatment, observation and, if required, disposal as provided by applicable law. 
 
Sec. 14-34. Disposal of dead animals 
 

(a) All dead animals shall be disposed of within 12 hours of their death by the 
owner or custodian of such animal in accordance with requirements of state law 
and rules and regulations of the Commissioner of Agriculture relative thereto 
by: 

 
(1) Delivery of the deceased animal to a livestock dealer, livestock market 

operator, meat processing plant, or rendering plant with the consent of 
the recipient of such animal; 

 
(2) Burial of the dead animal in a sanitary manner upon premises of the 

owner or custodian or a third party with the prior expressed consent 
therefore to a sufficient depth and degree so as to prevent the exposure 
of body by scavengers, with such burial to be to a level of at least three 
feet below ground level and with not less than three feet of compacted 
earth over the animal; or 

 
(3) Delivery to the facility of the County/City maintained for such purposes 

with payment of all required fees therefore. 
 

(b) No person in possession of a dead animal or responsible for a dead animal shall 
abandon any dead animal upon any public street, any public property or any 
private property. 

 
 
Sec. 14-35. Hopelessly disabled animals 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, licensed veterinarians, state 
and local law enforcement officers, the animal control officer of the County/City, those 
authorized by the county manager to administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter, 
and all federal, state and local governmental employees, while acting within the scope of 
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their authority, are authorized to induce the death of hopelessly disabled animals by 
appropriate humane methods, preferably by means of euthanasia. 

 
Sec. 14-36. Exceptions 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, the provisions of this article 
shall not apply to: 
 

(1) The eradication or control of rats, mice, gophers, moles, other rodent pests, 
coyotes, beaver, poisonous snakes and insects and other animals and birds 
which have been determined by appropriate governmental officials to 
constitute nuisances. 
 

(2) The medical, research and educational activities of legitimate medical, 
research and educational institutions and agencies, and the employees, agents 
and servants thereof while acting within the scope of their employment. 

             
(3) Legal activities of the holder of a valid hunting or fishing license in 

compliance with the federal and state game and fish laws. 
 

(4) Employees of federal, state and local governmental entities, agencies and  
          Instrumentalities while acting within the scope of their employment. 
 
Secs 14-37---14-50. Reserved 
 
 
 

Division 2 Rabies 
 
Sec. 14-51. Inoculation (vaccination)—Time and proof 
 

The owner of each dog or cat shall cause: 
 

(1) The dog or cat to be inoculated (vaccinated) against rabies by a licensed 
veterinarian prior to the dog or cat reaching three (3) months of age and 
thereafter shall cause appropriate booster vaccinations for such dog or cat to 
be obtained as each rabies vaccination current period expires according to the 
rabies certificate issued by the licensed veterinarian at the time of each 
inoculation (vaccination); and 

 
(2) A current rabies tag (proof of rabies vaccination) should be available for each 

dog at all times, subsequent to the dog reaching three (3) months of age. 
 

(3) A current receipt or statement from a licensed veterinarian or other 
documentation (proof of rabies vaccination) should be available for each cat 
at all times, subsequent to the cat reaching three (3) months of age. 
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Sec. 14-52. Inoculation —Exemptions 
 

The vaccination requirement of section 14-51 relative to inoculation (vaccination) 
of dogs/cats shall not apply to any dog/cats belonging to a nonresident of the County/City 
kept within the County/City for not longer than 30 days, providing that the dog/cats shall, 
at all times while within the County/City, be kept confined within a building, enclosure, or 
vehicle or be under the restraint of the owner. 
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Sec. 14-53. Inoculation ---Replacement tags. 
 

The owner of each dog shall promptly cause to be obtained from a veterinarian 
replacement rabies tag for any tag which is lost. 
 
Sec. 14-54. Report of bites 
 
 Every physician and other medical practitioner shall promptly report to the board of 
health the names and addresses of persons treated for bites inflicted by animals, together 
with such other information as may be required by the Board of Health for the purpose of 
rabies control. 
 
Sec. 14-55. Reports by veterinarians 
 

Every licensed veterinarian shall promptly report to the Board of Health the 
diagnosis of any animal as a rabies suspect. 
 
Sec. 14-56. Quarantine—Generally 
 

Every animal which bites a human or is suspected of having been exposed to rabies 
shall be promptly reported to the Board of Health, shall be seized and thereafter be 
securely quarantined at the direction of the Board of Health and shall not be released from 
such quarantine except by written permission of the Board of Health. In the discretion of 
the Board of Health quarantine may be had upon the premises of the owner or at the 
County/City animal shelter or, at the owner’s option and expense, in a veterinary hospital 
of the owner’s choice. Animals whose ownership is not known shall be quarantined at the 
County/City animal shelter. 
 
Sec. 14-57. Quarantine --- Surrender and redemption 
 

The owner and custodian of any animal which has bitten a human or which is 
suspected of having been exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, promptly surrender the 
animal to the animal control officer for quarantine with the expense of such quarantine to 
be borne by the owner. The animal may be reclaimed by the owner or custodian if such 
animal is determined to be free of rabies upon payment of all seizure fees and maintenance 
fees attributable thereto and upon compliance with all other applicable provisions of the 
article. 
 
Sec. 14-58. Quarantine --- County/City wide 
 

(a) Upon determination of the advisability based upon positive diagnosis of 
rabies, the Board of Health may in its discretion recommend to the County 
Manager the imposition of a County/City wide quarantine for such period of 
time as it shall deem proper which shall be then imposed by the County 
Manager. During such quarantine period no animal shall be taken or allowed 
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upon the streets or off the property of the owner or custodian, nor shall any 
animal be removed from the County/City without written permission of the 
Board of Health. 

 
(b) If there shall occur additional positive cases of rabies during the period of 

quarantine, the period of quarantine may be extended upon the 
recommendation of the Board of Health. 

 
Sec. 14-59. Disposition of rabid animals generally 
 

The Board of Health shall direct the disposition of any animal found to be infected 
with rabies. 
 
Sec. 14-60. Killing and removal of rabid animals, suspect animals 
  

Except as otherwise permitted pursuant to other provisions of this article, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to kill, or cause to be killed, any rabid animal, any animal 
suspected of having been exposed to rabies, or any animal which has bitten a human, nor 
shall any person remove any such animal from the County/City without the written 
permission of the Board of Health. 
 
Sec. 14-61. Shooting of suspect animals authorized 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any citizen, law enforcement 
officer, any employee of the Board of Health, any public health official and any other 
government official or employee acting within the scope of his authority is authorized to 
shoot any animal which has bitten a human, which is suspected of being rabid or which is 
suspected of having been exposed to rabies, when justified based upon surrounding 
circumstances in which the shooting can be accomplished without endangering persons or 
other animals. 
 
Sec. 14-62. Destruction or quarantine of animals bitten by rabid animals 
  

(a) Unvaccinated small animals that are bitten by an established rabid animal 
shall be destroyed immediately. If the owner or custodian of the animal 
objects to the immediate destruction of such an animal, then the animal must 
be strictly confined and quarantined from all human and other animals for six 
(6) months either by the owner or at an appropriate facility at the expense of 
the owner. One month prior to release, the animal shall be vaccinated against 
rabies. If the animal was vaccinated at least one month before such exposure, 
it shall be re vaccinated immediately and placed in strict confinement and 
quarantined for at least thirty (30) days either by the owner or at an 
appropriate facility at the expense of the owner. 

 
(b) Any livestock that are bitten by an established rabid animal shall be destroyed 

immediately. If the owner or custodian of any livestock objects to the 
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immediate destruction of such an animal, the animal shall be vaccinated and 
placed in strict confinement quarantined from all humans and other animals 
for six (6) months either by the owner or at an appropriate facility at the 
expense of the owner. 

 
(c) Where quarantine or confinement is carried out pursuant to subsection (a) and 

(b) of this section the quarantine or confinement shall conform to the 
requirement of section 14-51 and all other requirements, condition, 
limitations and restrictions of the Board of Health and other public health 
officials. 

 
Sec. 14-63. Dead rabid animals 
 

When an animal which has been diagnosed as being rabid, or is suspected by a 
licensed veterinarian of being rabid, dies, the Board of Health is authorized to take 
whatever steps are necessary in order to dispose of the animal and to otherwise comply 
with applicable law including, without limitation, causing the carcass of the animal, or 
parts thereof, to be subjected to pathological examination. 
 
Sec. 14-64. Dead animals exposed to rabies. 
 

The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be 
surrendered to the Board of Health. 
 
Sec. 14-65---14-70. Reserved 
 
 

ARTICLE III ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 

Sec. 14-71. Designation of responsibility 
 

(a) The County Manager is authorized to designate by administrative order from 
time to time those persons or officials who shall be responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. 

 
(b)  Any violation of this ordinance shall be prosecuted and enforced in the 

appropriate Municipal or Magistrate Court having jurisdiction where the violation 
occurred. 

 
Sec. 14-72. Animal Control Officer 
 
 The County Manager is authorized to designate by administrative order from time 
to time those persons or officials who shall be responsible for carrying out the duties of the 
animal control officer provided for under the provisions of the State Dangerous Dog 
Control Law, ( O.C.G.A. 4-8-20---4-8-29 ), and those persons, organizations, entities 
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and/or officials who shall be responsible for the seizure, care, custody, confinement, 
adoption and disposition of animals seized pursuant to any provision of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-73. Assignment of duties of animal control officer to others authorized. 
 

As an alternative to the designation of an animal control officer of the County/City, 
the County Manager is authorized by administrative order to assign from time to time the 
duties of the animal control officer to a specific official, officer or designated position of a 
private or public entity or organization or any other governmental entity, organization or 
unit pursuant to the provision of a contract with such private, public or governmental 
entity, organization or unit which provides for the rendering of services as animal control 
officer by such official, officer or designated position, subject to approval of any and all 
such contracts by the Board of Commissioners by resolution of such board. 
 
Sec. 14-74. Existing violations 
 

(a) The adoption of this chapter and the sections contained in this chapter shall not 
affect or abate the status of any violation of any existing ordinance of the 
County/City which occurred prior to the effective date of the ordinance from 
which this chapter derives, nor shall the prosecution, proceeding, penalty, fine 
or consequences, with respect to any violation of any existing ordinance of the 
County/City which supercedes any other ordinance prior to the effective date of 
the ordinance from which this chapter derives, be altered, effected, released, 
discharged or abated by the adoption of this chapter or the sections contained in 
this chapter. 

 
(b) All violations of existing ordinances of the County/City which occur prior to 

the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter derives shall be 
determined and punished according to ordinances of the County/City existing 
as of the time of such violation in the same manner as if this chapter had not 
been adopted; provided, however, that the procedures established in this chapter 
with respect to the administration of this chapter shall be utilized, effective as 
of the date hereof, with respect to any violation which occurs prior to the 
effective date of this chapter. 
 

Sec.14-75. Existing activities 
 

The adoption of this chapter and the sections contained in this chapter shall not 
affect or alter the status of any then valid activity or then permissible condition which 
commenced or existed prior to the effective date of this chapter for so long as such activity 
or condition shall continue uninterrupted and unabated. 
 
Sec. 14-76. Enforcement; generally 
 

Upon determination by the County Manager or those designated by the County 
Manager to administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter that there are reasonable 
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grounds to believe that a violation of any provision of this chapter exists, then the County 
Manager or such designee shall be entitled to take such of the following actions, or to 
cause such actions to be taken, as the County Manager or such designee, in his sole 
discretion, shall determine to be appropriate: 
 

(1) Give notice to the persons responsible for the existence of such violations, 
such notice to state the nature and extent of the violations, the actions 
necessary to correct the violations, and the time limit within which remedial 
actions must be taken. 

 
(2) Suspend or revoke any or all business licenses, other licenses, permits 

and/or other authorizations of those responsible for such violations which 
license, permit or otherwise authorize any business, work or activity within 
the County/City. 

 
(3) Institute civil proceedings to effectuate remedy of the circumstances giving 

rise to the violations. 
 

(4) Cause criminal proceedings as appropriate to be brought in connection 
therewith. 

 
(5) Investigate and inspect the animal, its condition and health, its environment 

and premises where it is maintained including authorization to enter upon 
the premises of the owner or custodian thereof for the purposes of such 
investigation and inspection. 

 
(6) Cause the animal subject to such violations to be seized and helped pursuant 

to the provisions of this chapter including entry upon property of the owner 
or custodian of an animal for the purpose of seizure thereof. 

 
(7) Take such other actions as are appropriate under the circumstances in order 

to obtain compliance with the provisions of this chapter consistence with 
applicable law and applicable resources of the County/City. 

 
Sec. 14-77. Rules and regulations adopted for implementation of chapter. 
 

The County Manager is authorized to adopt and implement rules and regulations 
for the administration, implementation and enforcement of the provisions of this chapter 
which are not inconsistent with the provisions or the purposes of this chapter, subject to the 
right of the Board of Commissioners to vacate any such rule or regulation within sixty (60) 
days following submission of such rule to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Sec. 14-78. Nuisances 
 

Conditions and circumstances existing or arising from the failure of those 
responsible therefore to comply with the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a 
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nuisance which shall authorize both the abatement of such nuisance by the County/City 
pursuant to the provisions of this code and, in connection therewith, the assessment of a 
lien against such persons, the animal in issue, and any premises in issue for the cost of the 
abatement of such nuisance. 
 
Sec. 14-79. Policies and Procedures 
 

The County Manager shall from time to time adopt and implement policies, 
procedures, rules and regulations relative to the initiation of citizens’ complaints. 
Determination by appropriate County/City officials of the existence of probable cause to 
believe that an offense under any section of this chapter has occurred can result in the 
issuance of a citation from the appropriate Magistrate or Municipal court of the 
County/City. Persons accused shall show cause before the court at a time, date and place 
specified therein why those so charged should not be determined to have committed such 
offense and be punished as provided in this chapter, subject to the right of the Board of 
Commissioners to vacate any such policy, procedure, rule or regulation. 
 
Sec. 14-80. Fees---Generally 
 

(a) Any animal seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter may be 
released to the owner or custodian thereof only upon the payment of a 
release fee as set forth in the schedule of fees, plus a daily maintenance fee 
as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges per day for small animals, 
pets and birds, and a fee as set forth in the schedule of fees charged per day 
for all other animals for each day, or part thereof, that the animal is 
confined, plus a vaccination fee, to the extent applicable, for all the 
unvaccinated dogs and cats set forth in the schedule of fees and charges. 

 
(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the maintenance fee for all 

animals subject to rabies quarantine, all animals being held as evidence in a 
criminal proceeding and all potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs shall 
be as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges per day. 

 
Sec. 14-81. Fees—Confiscation of Dangerous Animals 
 

In addition to all other fees and charges imposed from time to time relative to the 
seizure, storage and maintenance of animals, owners of said animal or animals will be 
responsible for fees as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges that are imposed for the 
confiscation of dangerous dogs/animals and the confiscation of potentially dangerous 
dogs/animals under the provisions of the State Dangerous Dog Control Law, (O.C.G.A. 4-
8-20---4-8-29), as now existing and hereafter amended. 
 

(1)  Confiscation fee for dangerous dogs/animals ---------------------------$250.00 
(2)  Confiscation fee for potentially dangerous dogs/animals--------------$200.00 
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Sec. 14-82. Fees---Registration for certain dogs 
 

In addition to all other fees and charges imposed from time to time in connection 
with animals, fees as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges are imposed in 
connection with the registration of dangerous dogs/animals and the registration for 
potentially dangerous dogs/animals pursuant to the requirements of the State Dangerous 
Dog Control Law (O.C.G.A. 4-8-20—4-8-29), as now existing and hereafter amended. 
 

(1) Registration of dangerous dogs/animals--------------------------$100.00 each 
(2) Registration of potentially dangerous dogs/animals------------$100.00 each 
(3)  Registration of guard dogs------------------------------------------$ 25.00 each 

 
Sec. 14-83---14-90. Reserved 
 
    
 
 
    ARTICLE V. ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
     Division 1 Generally 
 
Sec. 14-91. Seizure----Confinement 
 

Upon determination (a) by those persons or officials charged with the 
administration and enforcement of this chapter or (b) a court of competent jurisdiction of 
the existence of reasonable grounds to believe that an animal located within the 
County/City is: 
 

(1) An animal at large; 
(2) A nuisance animal; 
(3) A dangerous or vicious animal; 
(4) A fighting or attack animal; 
(5) A prohibited animal; 
(6) A deprived animal; 
(7) An unvaccinated small animal pet; or 
(8) A diseased animal; 
 

The animal shall be seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and confined in an 
animal shelter in a humane manner until the disposition thereof in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter and applicable law. 

 
Sec. 14-92. Seizure---Tranquilization or Destruction in lieu of 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if any animal subject to 
seizure pursuant to the provisions of this chapter cannot be seized without serious danger 
to those attempting seizure of such animal, then any law enforcement or animal control 
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officer, any employee of the board of health, any public health official and any other 
government official or employee acting within the scope of their authority is authorized to 
use tranquilization or tazer to facilitate seizure; or if necessary, to neutralize the animal 
when the destruction can be accomplished without endangering persons or other animals. 
 
Sec. 14-93. Seizure---Notice 
 

Promptly upon the seizure of any animal pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, 
the owner, if known, shall be given notice of such seizure, as well as the conditions upon 
which the animal may be reclaimed. 
 
Sec. 14-94. Seizure---Limitations 
 

(a) Any animal seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter as a nuisance animal 
may be reclaimed by its owner within thirty (30) days from the date of seizure by 
paying fees established by animal control for the seizure, maintenance, and care 
of such animal.  Should any animal be seized as a nuisance animal more than two 
(2) times in any twelve (12) month period, reclamation of such animal must be 
handled under the provisions of subparagraph (b) below. 

 
(b) No animal seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter as a nuisance animal 

[seized more than two (2) times in any twelve (12) month period], potentially 
dangerous, or dangerous/vicious animal, prior to determination by the court of 
such status of the animal, may be reclaimed, except to the extent otherwise 
specifically directed by the court, prior to determination by the court of whether 
or not the animal in issue is a nuisance animal or dangerous/vicious animal. 

 
(c) Additionally, no animal which has been determined by the court to be a nuisance 

animal [seized at least three (3) times in any twelve (12) month period] or 
dangerous/vicious animal may be reclaimed, except to the extent otherwise 
specifically directed by the court, prior to: 
 
(1)  Detention of the animal for such period of time, not exceeding 30 days in 

 duration from the date of seizure, as may be directed by the court. 
 
(2)  Execution of a statement by the owner or custodian responsible therefore

 accepting and agreeing to comply with such conditions, limitations,
 prohibitions and/or restrictions, as may be imposed by the court relative
 to the animal including, but not limited to, temporary or permanent 
 banishment of the animal from the County/City; and 

 
(3)  Satisfaction of all conditions for reclamation set forth in section 14-97. 
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Sec. 14-95. Seizure---Prohibited animals 
 

No animal which is a prohibited animal pursuant to the provisions of this chapter 
and which has been seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to 
reclamation by the owner or custodian thereof, such animal shall be conclusively deemed 
to be contraband and to have been abandoned and forfeited, and shall be disposed of 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and any other applicable law. 
 
Sec. 14-96. Seizure ---Restricted. 
 

No animal seized pursuant to this chapter and with respect to which proceedings 
involving any alleged violation of O.C.G.A. 16-12-4, 4-11-10, sections 14-31 and 14-32, 
or any other statute, law or ordinance prohibiting the inhumane care or treatment of 
animals or requiring the humane care or treatment of animals are then pending may be 
reclaimed by the owner or any custodian thereof prior to the final disposition of such 
proceedings. 
 
Sec. 14-97. Seizure---Conditions of Release 
 

Conditions for the release to the owner or custodian of any animal seized pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter shall include: 
 

(1) Payment of all fees, charges, and costs attributed to the seizure, care and 
confinement of the animal; 

 
(2) Payment of all costs and fines assessed by the court of the County/City relative to 

the animal; 
 
(3) Satisfaction of all conditions, limitations, prohibitions and restrictions relative to 

the animal as may be imposed by the appropriate court of the County/City; 
 
(4) Execution of a statement by the owner or custodian responsible therefore that the 

conditions giving rise to the seizure of the animal have been remedied and/or will 
not be repeated; and 

 
(5) Obtaining of any required rabies vaccination and required rabies tags and be 

neutered. 
 
Sec. 14-98. Forfeiture---Failure to reclaim 
 

An animal seized pursuant to this chapter which is not reclaimed pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter by the owner or custodian within five (5) days of the date of the 
giving of notice of seizure of the animal, or within five (5) days following the date the 
animal is eligible for reclamation if the animal cannot be immediately reclaimed, shall be 
conclusively deemed to have been abandoned and forfeited by the owner and shall 
thereafter be disposed of pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
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Sec. 14-99. Forfeiture---Repeated violations 
 

An animal seized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter for the same reason or 
the same violation of this chapter on more than two occasions during any 12-month period 
of time shall be conclusively deemed to have been abandoned and forfeited by the owner 
and, following seizure for the third such violation within any 12-month period, shall be 
disposed of pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-100. Forfeiture---Inhumane treatment 
 

The owner of an animal seized pursuant to this chapter and which is the subject of 
an alleged violation of O.C.G.A. 16-12-4, 4-11-10, section 14-31, section 14-32, or any 
other statute, law or ordinance requiring humane treatment of animals, who shall plead 
guilty or nolo contendere to any such offense or who shall be found guilty thereof shall be 
conclusively deemed thereby to have abandoned and forfeited the animal with the animal 
thereafter being disposed of pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
 
Sec. 14-101. Forfeiture---Violation of conditions 
 

(a) The failure of the owner or custodian of any animal which has been seized 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter to have strictly and promptly 
complied with any condition, limitation, prohibition or restriction imposed 
with respect to the animal by the court, pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, shall be conclusively deemed to constitute abandonment and 
forfeiture of the animal with the animal thereafter being disposed of pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. 

 
(b) The failure of the owner/custodian of any animal which has been seized 

pursuant to the provisions of this chapter to strictly comply with any 
condition, limitation, prohibition or restriction imposed with respect to the 
animal by the court or pursuant to the provisions of sections 14-94 or 14-97, 
shall be conclusively deemed to effectuate the abandonment and forfeiture of 
the animal by the owner and any custodian thereof with the animal thereafter 
being disposed of  pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

 
Sec. 14-102. Surrender of unwanted animals. 
 

(a) Any owner or custodian of any animal which is not wanted or who desires to 
dispose of any animal may do so by surrender of the same to the animal 
control officer of the County/City, his designees, or to the animal shelter 
designated therefore, subject to such limitations, rules, regulations and 
charges relative thereto as shall be adopted from time to time by the County. 
Limitations, rules, regulations and charges shall be subject to rejection or 
modification thereof by the Board of Commissioners within 30 days 
following submission by the County Manager.  
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(b) All animals so surrendered shall be conclusively deemed abandoned and 

forfeited by the owner and shall be disposed of pursuant to the provisions of 
this chapter. 

 
Sec. 14-103. Adoption 
 

(a) Except to the extent otherwise provided in this section, prior to any other 
disposition, all seized animals and all animals surrendered pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter shall first be offered for adoption pursuant to such 
policies, procedures, rules and regulations relative thereto as shall be adopted 
from time to time by the County Manager. 

 
(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any animal which, by virtue 

of its disposition, nature, breed or species, is deemed to be an inappropriate 
candidate for adoption. 

 
Sec. 14-104. Neutering 
  

All dogs and cats that are adopted pursuant to the provisions of section 14-103 shall 
first be neutered with all charges and fees therefore to be paid by the adopting owner. 
 
Sec. 14-105 Disposal of Abandoned & Forfeited Animals. 
  

All seized animals which have been abandoned and forfeited, have been 
surrendered pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be disposed of by adoption or 
other humane manner, preferably by euthanasia, pursuant to such policies, procedures, 
rules and regulations as shall be adopted from time to time by the County. 
 
Sec. 14-106---14-120. Reserved 
 
 

ARTICLE V. BOARD OF ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
Sec. 14-201. Creation 
 

There is established by the Tift County Board of Commissioners, the Tifton City 
Council, the Omega City Council and the TyTy City Council an Animal Control Board of 
the County/City, [hereafter the “Board”]. 
 
Sec. 14-202. Purpose of Board 
 

The purpose of the Board shall be to hear and determine matters submitted to the 
Board pursuant to the state Dangerous Dog Control Law (O.C.G.A. 4-8-20---4-8-29) and 
to determine such other matters as shall be provided from time to time by ordinance of the 
County/City. 
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Sec. 14-203. Membership 
 

The Board shall consist of three members and one alternate board member to serve 
when any board member cannot serve.  The Board of Commissioners of Tift County shall 
appoint members of the board who shall be residents of the County and the City. The term 
of office of each member position of the board shall be on a calendar year basis for a three 
(3) year period with members subject to removal with or without cause by a majority vote 
of the Board of Commissioners of Tift County prior to the end of their term of office.  The 
initial appointments of the Board shall be accomplished in such manner as to provide for 
three (3) year staggered terms.  Initial appointment for one (1) member and alternate shall 
be for one (1) year.  Initial appointment for one (1) Board Member shall be two (2) years.  
The initial term for one (1) Board Member shall be three (3) years.  Thereafter, all terms 
shall be for three (3) years.   
 
Sec. 14-204. Compensation 
 

Members of the Board shall receive no compensation for their services. 
 

Sec. 14-205. Meetings 
 

Meetings of the Board shall be held from time to time as necessary for the Board to 
perform its duties and responsibilities. All meetings of the Board shall be open to the 
public and shall be held in accordance with the requirements of state law relative to open 
public meetings. 
 
Sec. 14-206. Disqualification of members 
  

(a) No member of the Board shall participate in connection with any hearing or 
any decision involving classification or nonclassification pursuant to the 
provisions of the state Dangerous Dog Control Law with respect to any dog 
of which the member has a personal knowledge, other than as a member of 
the Board, with such member being disqualified from participating with such 
matter. 

 
(b) Should any member of the Board have any personal or financial interest or 

relationship with respect to any animal, owner, matter or issue pending before 
the Board or otherwise be closely associated with any animal, owner, matter 
or issue pending before the Board, then such member should declare a 
conflict of interest in connection with such matter or issue. 

 
(c) Any member of the Board shall be entitled to raise a question of a potential 

disqualification of any other member who has not disqualified himself 
whereupon, following such consideration as the Board shall deem 
appropriate, the Board shall determine by the majority vote of those members 
(3 members and 1 alternate) who are not subject to potential disqualification 
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in connection with such matter or issue whether each such member is or is not 
disqualified.  

  
Sec. 14-207. Duties and responsibilities 
 

(a) The Board shall hear and determine such issues and matters as it shall be 
authorized from time to time by law or by ordinance of the County/City, 
including specifically determination of matters provided in O.C.G.A. 4-8-24 
and other provisions of the state Dangerous Dog Control Law as now enacted 
and subsequently amended from time to time. 

 
(b) The Board shall have such additional duties, responsibilities and powers as 

shall be specifically provided from time to time by ordinance adopted by the 
Board of Commissioners. 

 
Sec. 14-208. Rules and regulations 
 

The Board shall recommend such rules, policies, procedures and regulations for the 
transaction of its business and for consideration and determination of issues and matters 
before the Board as it deems necessary, subject to prior approval by the County Manager. 
 
Sec. 14-209. Selection of chairman and vice-chairman 
 

The Board shall select from among its members a chairman who shall preside at 
meetings and hearings of the board and vice-chairman who shall preside at meetings and 
hearings of the board in the absence or disqualification of the chairman. 
 
Sec. 14-210. Secretary of Board---Designation 
 

The secretary of the Board shall be such person or official as shall from time to 
time be designated by the Board chairman to perform the functions of secretary of the 
Board. 
 
Sec. 14-211. Same---Duties 
 

The secretary of the Board or his designee shall: 
 

(1) Prepare and conduct all correspondence of the Board; 
(2) Receive and file all correspondence to the Board; 
(3) Receive and file all requests for hearings before the Board and other 

applications; 
(4) Receive and file all transmittals to the Board from the animal control officer 

and other public officials; 
(5) Review and evaluate all requests, applications and filings to and with the 

Board for compliance with the rules and regulations of the Board and notify 
those filing the same of any noncompliance therewith; 
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(6) Following consultation with the chairman and to the extent necessary the 
other members of the Board, schedule hearings and meetings of the Board 
in accordance with applicable laws and ordinances and the rules and 
regulations of the Board; 

(7) Prepare and maintain a calendar and docket of proceedings before the 
Board; 

(8) Prepare and submit to members of the Board at least 24 hours prior to a 
scheduled hearing an agenda therefore, as well as copies of all requests and 
other filings made in connection with each such proceedings;  

(9) Determine all notices to be given in connection with proceedings before the 
Board and cause such notices to be given to those entitled thereto; 

(10) Attend all meetings and hearings of the Board; 
(11) Retain and maintain all evidence presented in connection with matters 

 before the Board; 
(12) Prepare and maintain minutes of proceedings of the Board indicating 

therein all significant information, matters and facts pertaining thereto.  
Including specifically all motions, votes and decisions of the Board, 
together with the vote of each member upon each such motion, vote and 
decision including those absent, disqualified or failing to vote thereon with 
such other matters as shall be pertinent to the activities of the Board; 

(13) Retain and maintain all minutes, records, files and notices of the Board; 
(14) Maintain a minutes book of the Board in which shall be recorded by date, 

owner and animal and record of the decision of the Board; 
(15) At hearings before the Board attempt to obtain the name and address of all 

persons, who shall present any evidence, testimony or opinions, make any 
statement to the Board or present any argument in connection with  matters 
before the Board; 

(16)  Obtain transcriptions of hearings before the Board upon the direction of the
 Chairman of the Board and the approval of the County Manager. 
(17)  Notify those persons entitled thereto of decisions of the Board; and 
(18)  Perform such other duties with respect to the activities of the Board as shall 

be directed from time to time by the board and approved by the County 
Manager. 

 
  
 

Sec.14-212. Authority 
 

The Board shall have no authority or power other than as specifically provided 
from time to time by law or by ordinance and, without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, shall have no authority, right or power to expend any funds, to direct the 
activities of any employee or official of the County/City, except solely the secretary of the 
Board, if applicable, and then only to the extent specifically provided in this division, or to 
contract for or on behalf of either itself or the County/City. 
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Sec. 14-213.  Legal assistance 
 

The County/City attorney shall be the legal advisor and representative of the Board 
and shall render such legal assistance to the Board as shall be necessary. 
 
Sec. 14-214. Transmittal of record 
 

Promptly upon the filing of any request for a hearing pursuant to the provisions of 
the state Dangerous Dog Control Law, and in no event later than seven (7) days thereafter, 
the animal control officer shall transmit to the secretary of the Board all documents and 
records (or complete copies thereof certified by the animal control officer) of the animal 
control officer relative to the dog in issue and the owner of the dog in issue. 
 
Sec. 14-215—Repealer 
 

 The adoption of this ordinance shall serve to repeal all animal control ordinances in 
place at the time of adoption as well as any terms or provisions of other ordinances 
of the County/City inconsistent with this ordinance. 

 
Sec 14-216---14-235 Reserved. 
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